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HISTORICAL ANO INTROOUCTORY NOTES 

Modern Italy, as is known, took shape in the 
second half of last century as a result of the 
unification of the several States into which the 
Peninsula was divided, among which mention 
should be made of the Kingdom of Sardinia, the 
Kingdom of the Two' Sicilies, the State of 
Church, the Grand Duchy of Tuscany. Some of 
these States had long possessed statistical 
services and could boast eminent scholars, 
among whom Francesco Ferrara for Sicily and 
Zuccagni-Orlandini for Tuscany. 

The Kingdom of ltaly was proclaimed on the 
14th of March, 1861, and among the problems 
that the new State considered it necessary and 
urgent to solve was that of unifying the statis
tical services on systematic and efficient lines. 
This was done by the Decree of October 9, 1861, 
which abolished the Statistical Bureaus of 
Naples, . Palermo, Florence, Modena and Parma, 
and set up a «Division of GeneraI Statistics », 

known from the start as the «Directorate 
of GeneraI Statistics ». It was annexed to 
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the Ministry of Agriculture, Industry and 
Commerce, but it operated as an independent 
Bureau under the direct authority of the 
Minister, assisted by an Advisory Board on Sta
tistics, appointed by Royal Decree, consisting of 
a President and eight members. 

The Directorate of GeneraI Statistics had to 
prepare and propose all the statistical enquiries, 
with the exception of those assigned to special 
services of other Ministries, and had to provide 
for processing the data collected and for the 
publication of the results. It had aiso to super
vise all the statisticai publications prepared by 
the other branches of the Government and to 
com pile a generaI report to be submitted to the 
end of each year to the Parliament, on the work 
performed, on the more important officiai italian 
and foreign publications, and on other scientific 
work in the field of statistics. 

The aforesaid Decree also Iaid down lines for 
the field organization of the statistical services. 
It set up in each Commune a Board of Statistics 
to direct and supervise the statisticai work of 
the various branches of municipai administra
tion. In each Province a Permanent Statistica] 
Office was established, under the authority of 
the chief of the Province (Prefetto). The main 
tasks of the provinciai statistical office were. the 
following: to transmit to the communai offices 
the instructions and guidance of the CentraI 
Statisticai Office; to find a prompt solution for 
any uncertainty that might arise in the course of 
the work, which was to be reported immediately 
to the CentraI Statisticai Office; to collect and 
examine the statisticai work of the communal 
offices, make any necessary corrections, and to 
compile the generaI statisticai tables relating to 
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the Province, with the needed breakdowns for 
minor administrative units (a). 

Notwithstanding the basic soundness of the 
above illustrated new statistical organization, 
the practical results were not as one might 
reasonably expect. This was due to many 
causes, not least of which was the solution 
adopted on the point concerning the inclusion 
of the created N ational Statistical Office within 
the administrative framework of one govern
mental department. This is indeed not the best 
condition for a fair development of a national 
statistical system which requires a strictly uni
form guidance and method, which should operate 
independently of the bureaucratic running of 
an administrative machinery of the Govern
mento Moreover the Statistical Department was 
subjected to the various changes due to the 
frequent new creation or concentration of the 
various Ministries, following the political 
pattern. The result was that with the formation 
and alterations introduced into the several 
Ministries, the ltalian statistical service wander
ed from one Department to another and gradu
ally lost alI efficiency. 

(a) Early in 1862 the Permanent Provincial Statistical Offices 
of the 59 Provinces then forming the Kingdom of Italy, 
numbered 247 permanent employees and 306 statistical 
volunteer workers. 
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The Decree vhich set up the modern italian statistical system --+ 







THE CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF ST ATISTICS 

Creation 

After World War I, the growing requirements 
of the statistical data, both in the national and 
international fields, called for a re-examination 
oi the problem concerning a more efficient 
national statistical system, so as to find an ade
quate solution. After some partial efforts to read
just the old Directorate of GeneraI Statistics, 
then forming part of the Ministry of N ational 
Economy, it was decided to create a special 
Institute, enjoying juridical, functionai and 
financiai autonomy, placed under the direct 
authority of the President of the Councii or 
Ministers. This was done by the Act of J uIy 9, 
1926 which marked the set up of the present 
CentraI Institute of Statistics. 

fhe essentiai feature of the Act of 1926, was 
that the new Institute, though described to alI 
effects and purposes as a Government Institute, 
became an indipendent body in its own right. 
This was disposed on the ground of the techni
cal and scientificai tasks assigned to the Insti
tute and on the purpose of ensuring the 
autonomy needed to permit the uniform action 
over time, the rapidity of execution and the 
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accuracy of the results of the surveys and en
quiries. 

A subsequent Act of December 21, 1929, intro
duced some amendments into the organization 
of the CentraI Institute of Statistics, of which 
the most important was the statement of the 
principle that the statistical services of the sever
al government departments were gradually to 
be transferred to the CentraI Institute. In 1927 
this had already been done for the agriculturai 
statistical services, which were detached from 
the then Ministry of National Economy. After 
the enactment of the law of 1929 the service oi 
statistics on ltalian workers abroad, that is on 
migrations, until then under the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, was transferred by a Decree of 
June 8, 1933, to the CentraI Institute, which, as 
a matter of fact, had already been attending to 
them; two years later, a Decree of July 11, 1935, 
placed under the CentraI Institute the statistics 
of foreign trade and shipping until then under 
the Ministry of Finance; so likewise judicial 
statistics were transferred to it from the Minis
try of J ustice by a Decree of March 24, 1938, 
and recently the Act of May 17, 1952, has assi
gned to the CentraI Institute the statistics on 
epidemiology, until then attended to by the 
Superior Institute of Public Health. 

IÌaly has 9IDs . ~c~ea the centralization of 
her statistical services so that th~esponsi
bility for the compilation of all statistical data 
on the demographic, economie, and social life 
of the country now devolves to the CentraI 
Institute of Statistics alone. 

The CentraI Institute of Statistics is placed 
under a President, appointed for a period of 4 
years by a Decree issued by the Head of the 
State on the nomination of the President of 
the Council of Ministers. The law provided also 
for the constitution within the Institute of other 
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special organs both technical and administrative, 
as the Superior Council of Statistics, the Ad
ministrative Committee and a technical co
mmittee. AlI these bodies are under the chair
manship of the President of the Institute which 
is in this way enabled to assure to all the techni
cal and administrative services of the Institute 
that uniform trend which is essential. 

The several technical, administrative and ge
neraI services of the Institute are placed under 
the authority of the Director GeneraI, who is 
also appointed by the Head of the State on the 
nomination of the President of the Council of 
Ministers. 

The incomings of the CentraI Institute of 
Statistics come substantially from an annua l 
appropriation charged to the Treasury, which 
provides for any further amounts required for 
the execution of special enquiries and generaI 
surveys. 

Unfortunately, the Act under which the 
CentraI Institute of Statistics was set up gave no 
real solution to the question of the FieId 
Organization needed to a national statistical 
system. The Act only provides that the Pro
vincial Economie Councils, which were public 
bodies created in those years in pIace of the 
Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agri
culture, which were dissolved, should act as the 
local technical organs of the CentraI Institute 
of Statistics. But these Provincial Councils 
ceased to exist after W orld War II, and the 
Decree which was intended to re-establish the 
previously existing institutions - that is to say, 
the Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Agri
culture - says nothing about their respective 
duties which were left to a future legislative 
measure which has not yet been taken. N ever
theless, as wilI be shown further on, there are 
now some provisional organs, called the Provin-
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cial Statistical Offices, which do the work 
formerly assigned to the Provinciai Economic 
Councils. Moreover, the Act requires that all 
the Iocai technicai and adrninistrative offices 
connected with centraI government or regionaI, 
provinciai and communal authorities, collabo
rate with the CentraI Institute of Statistics 
within the limits for which they are respective
ly qualified to act. The need of a field organ
ization piaced direetly under the CentraI Insti
tute is nevertheless called for by the steady 
growth of the services and the need of timely 
and accurate work of collecting, processing and 
publishing of the various statistical data. 

Functions 

In conformity with the fundamental princìple 
which calls for the centralization of the nationai 
statisticai system, the Law assigns the follow
ing tasks to the CentraI Institute of Statistics: 

(a) colleet, abstract, compile and publish 
the generaI and speciai statisticai data required 
by the Government reiating to government de
partments or to nationai activities, making all 
the enquiries needed for this purpose; 

(b) carry otJt directly, or through other 
government agencies, statistical enquiries of 
importance for the Government; 

(c) make speciai statistical enqull'les on 
behalf of the government agencies or other 
public bodies to whom the necessary expenses 
will be charged; 

(d) give the advise, which must be acted 
on, about programs for statistical work to be 
submitted to it each year by the centraI govern
ment departments and other public adminis
trative agencies, reiating either to new sta-
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tistical enquiries or to possible changes in those 
already authorized; : ' 

(e) coordinate the statistical work and 
publicaiions made by the d.epaFtmeB-ts- -end 
agencies a.hove-mentioned, that are nbt made 
by the In~titute itself, and give directions for 
their execution, that must be fol1owed by the 
departments concerned; 

(f) propose amendments in the organization 
of the statistical services.· attached to other 
government agencies, which will be made 
executive by a measure issued by the Head of 
the State; . 

(g) supply international organizations and 
foreign governments with the data and infor
mation for which they ask, acting, when ne
cessary, in agreement with the departments con
cerned and with the Ministry of Foreign Af
fairs; 

(h) sponsor and encourage statistical studies, 
both directly and by aiding and encouraging the 
undertakings of other agencies, and by provid
ing scholarships and organizing prize compe
titions; 

(i) submit to the President of the Council 
of Ministers the names of persons to represent 
ltaly at international congresses, conferences, 
and meetings dealing with statistical matters. 

The Institute discharges these tasks, which 
are both of scientific and technical character, 
through its own services and through special 
technical committees which include representa
tives of the departments and agencies inter
est ed in the problems under consideration, and 
when needed, other specially qualified persons. 

The more important questions are also sub
mitted for advise to the Superior Council of 
Statistics on which are duly represented both 
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scientific interests and the practicai interests 
whose needs are to be met by the work of the 
Institute. 

The reIatìons between the Institute and the 
government departments are those of active and 
close collaboration, the results of which find 
expression in the steady improvement and de
velopment, in the collection of data related to 
the administration and useful for statistica] 
purposes of generaI interest. 

Valuabie collaboration is aiso assured with 
other important public and private agencles 
w hich finds expression in the plans for co
ordinating their respective statisticai work on 
lines laid down by ad hoc statistical cO~111nittees 
appointed by the Institute. 

Finally, the Institute takes care to secure the 
interest in its work of other important aeencies 
and bodies wor king in the field oì economics 
and labour organizations by inviting their 
representatives to partecipate in the Working 
Groups dealing with statistical problems that 
are of importance to the respective sectors. 

The Institute makes a special point of en
couraging by alI means statistical studies, 
providing the needed technical aid to Iocal 
agencies charged with collecting the data, by 
holding training courses, and through individual 
or collective meetings and conferences held 
either at the seat of the Institute in Rome, or 
in the severai provinces, to illustrate the nature 
and objects of some of the more important en
quiries. 

Centrai organization 

The CentraI Institute of Statistics is organized 
in several branches known as Services (Popula
tion and households; Vital andhealth statistics; 
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Agriculturai and forestry statistics; Industry 
and transports statistics, etc.) as may be seen 
in the attached Organization Chart. 

Each service is set up of two or three operat
ing divisions, each of which is divided into 
sections; in many cases the sections are divided 
into units. There are aiso some independent units 
such as the GeneraI Inspectorate for the fieid 
organization, the section for Military Statistics; 
and the Accounting Unit. 

All the services and independent units are 
under the authority of the Director GeneraI 
who is responsibie for their operation and there
fore takes all the technicaI, administrative, and 
controI measures needed for this purpose; he 
proposes to the President any other measures 
provided for in the rules and regulations of the 
Institute. 

The staff of the Institute comprises pro
fessional, technical and clericai personnel, 
classified in several groups that correspond, as a 
rule, to the educational qualifications required 
for admission to them. 

The highest group, that af the executive and 
professionai staff, consists of persons having 
university degree obtained in the various facui
ties as statistical sciences, mathematical and 
physicai sciences, economic and commerciaI 
sciences, jurisprudence, agri culture and forestry, 
medicine and surgery, engineering, etc. 

Special attention is devoted to the selection of 
this staff, recruited by competitive examinations 
with programmes corresponding to the qualifi
cations required for the severai branches of sta
tistics. 

The technical staff comprises persons having 
secondary high school grades obtained in the 
classicai or scientific lyceums or in the technicai 
institutes. In their case also, speciai training is 
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required both for admission on the basis of 
special examinations, and for subsequent pro
motion. 

The clerical staff is recruited from among 
candidates holding secondary middle school cer
tificates, possessing the qualifications required 
for processing the data and operating the sta
tistical machines. They also are recruited 
through public competitive examinations. 

The Institute al so has a staff of workers for 
auxiliary services, which comprises many skilled 
workers for the up-keep and repair of the me
chanical equipment and other fixed assets. 

The professional status of the staff of the 
Institute is similar to that of the personnel of 
the other government departments, but, as 
mentioned, the rules for appointment and pro
motion are very strict. 

As recent development in alI branches of sta
tistics, called for an increasingly high standard 
of scientifical and technical ability in the col
lection, compilation and interpretation of 
statistics, special training courses are provided 
by the Institute for improving the quality of the 
various categories of his staff. 

Field organization 

As aIready mentioned, the Act which set .uP 
the Institute has some defects, which there is 
reason to believe will be eliminated in the near 
future, as regards fieId organization. Thus the 
communaI and provinciaI offices that had been 
provided for, and in part realised., under the 1861 
Act were never officially reconstituted. Lacking 
of such organs the present Law requires that 
IocaI government administrations and the IocaI 
branches of the centraI government departments 
were to collaborate with the CentraI Institute 
of Statistics on matters within their fieId of 
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action. The Institute may also call on those 
organs to carry out special enquiries. 

As far as the Communes are concerned, a spe
cial provision of the Act of 16th November, 1939, 
requires that in the Communes with more than 
100,000 inhabitants special statistical offices 
should be created and managed as distinct units 
under the responsibility of a chief specially 
qualified in statistical sciences. As matter 
of fact, at present also many other Communes 
with small populations have already provided 
themselves with such statistical units. As the 
Communes are the smallest vital centres reco
gnized in the national statistical system, a cIose 
contact is maintained by the Institute with the 
other Communes, in which the statistical tasks 
are carried out by the several administrative 
offices qualified to deal with the subject matter 
of the statistical surveys. 

Among the provincial offices that are part of 
the centraI government administration, and 
which act under the law as technical organs of 
the Institute, mention should be made primarily 
to the ones called Provincial Offices of Sta
tistics set up on a provisional basis in agreement 
with the Ministry of Industry and Commerce 
and the Chambers of Commerce, Industry and 
Agriculture. These provincial offices may be 
considered as the most direct organs of the Insti
tute which utilises them for censuses and other 
statistical enquiries mainly in the economie 
field. 

Other provincial offices to be mentioned, are 
the Provincial Inspectora tes of Agricul ture and 
the similar Inspectorates of Forests, the 
Customs' Offices, the Harbour Master's Offices, 
the Chanceries of the Law Courts, the School 
Authorities, the Police, etc. The special statisti
cal tasks are attended to, in the case of some 
of the above mentioned bodies, as, for instance 
the Customs' Houses, by specialised statistical 
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offices; in other cases they are attended to by 
members of the personnel as an accessory ad
ministrative activity coming within their 
purview. 

Within the measure allowed by its means and 
the personnel at its disposal, the CentraI Insti
tute of Statistics is actively engaged in furnish
ing the necessary technical assistence to all 
the above mentioned local offices and persons. 
This aid takes the shape of special training 
courses and conferences held whether in Rome 
or i,n the various provinces. For instance in May 
1951 was held a special training course in agri
cultural statistics, attended by the statistical 
personnel of the Provincial Inspectoratesl of 
Agriculture; and in 1952 a similar caurse was 
heId in Pisa for the statistical staff members of 
the abovesaid Provincial Offices of Statistics in 
the Chambers of Commerce, dealing with 
methodology and appUed statistics in the 
various fields of interest for the attenders. 

The Institute will organize similar courses, for 
shorter periods, nat only for the persons em
ployed in the provincial statistical offices but 
also for the personnel of the communal statisti
cal offices and for the persons attending to sta
tistical w6rk in the other Communes, so as to 
form a statistical staff fitted to carry aut the 
more important enquiries made on a regular 
schedule or from time to time, 

As stated, the field organization of italian sta
tisticai system which is articulated in so many 
organs, requires to be compieted through the 
setting up of a specialised body of professional 
men acting under the frame of its own techni
cal and administrative authority as well. 

The main tasks and functions of this dh'ect 
fieid organization may be summarized as follow: 
to organize the Iocal work of collection 
of statistics; to supervise the work done by the 
special statistical offices within the various ad-
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ministrative branches of IocaI authorities and 
advise them on generaI matters reiating to the 
collection, compilation and publication of the 
statistica l data; to co-ordinate the statisticai 
work don e .by the various offices and agencies; 
to ensure the reguiar flow of statisticaI materiaI 
to the CentraI Institute of Statistics; to stimula
te the improvement of statistics and statistical 
methods and techniques generally. 

Alongside the growth of this.organization the 
need is felt of forming a special class of stati
sticians such as, for example, was provided as 
far back as 1946 in the Home Civil Service of 
the United Kingdom. The need of the outlined 
improvement on the fieid organization as part 
of the nationai statisticai system is evident when 
we consider the fact that at present the 
persons - generally dependents of the CentraI 
or Iocal government administrations - who dis
charge statistical duties in connection with the 
work of the Institute, number some 100,000 
persons, apart from those required for excep
tional needs connected with censuses and other 
special surveys. 

Activities end principel publications 

The illustrated feature of the generaI organi
zation of the technical services of the CentraI 
Institute of Statistics gives a summarized picture 
of its activities in the field of officiaI sta
tistical surveys, which are constantly being im
proved as the resul t of the experience acq uired 
and the methods devised to assure that accura
cy and timeliness w hich is the aim of alI mo
dern statistical agencies. These activities, which 
supply the materiaI needed both by the GeneraI 
Government and by private enterprise, in guid
ing economie and sociaI life, extend, as noted, 
to alI the leading aspects of ltalian life. 

The tabuiation of the data supplied by the 
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9th generaI census of the population is now 
proceeding, along with that of the housing cen
sus, and of the 3rd generaI census of industry 
and commerce; these censuses were taken for the 
whole of the national territory respectively on 
the 4th and 5th of November 1951. The process
ing of the censuses data are carri ed on without 
delaying or interfering with the works to which 
we shall now refer; they wiU throw light OD 

several aspects of present importance and in te
rest, related to the demographic and economie 
structure of the country. 

Plans have also been prepared for another ge
neraI census of agriculture which, in view of 
the very special features of Italian agriculture, 
more especially as regards the relations be
tween land-ownership and the farm, and be
tween the agricultural undertaking and the 
labour forces employed on it, as well as the 
variety of agricul turaI holdings in the several 
regions, has called for thorough studi es carried 
out in conformity with accurate methods and 
with the help of well-known experts and 
students of Italian agricultural economy. A 
practical experiment in making this census has 
also been made in some Communes carefully 
selected and very important experience has thus 
been acquired of which due accountwill be 
taken when the generaI census is taken. 

Statistical surveys are currently made, as al
ready stated, for all branches of the many-s~ded 
life of the N ation, ranging from demographic to 
social phenomena, to those related to the seve
ral branches of economie activity, and to econo
my as a whole. 

Among the more important statistics regular
ly collected on population and social phenome- _ 
na, are those relating to marriages, births and 
deaths, the causes of death, diseases which have 
to be notified, and others of special social im
portance such as mental diseases, tuberculosis, 
cancer. For the latter enquiries special forms 
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have recently been drawn up to replace those 
compiled on varying lines by the several hospi
tals and other organizations concerned. In the 
domain of education, the statistics have been 
extended to cover the whole field from the pre
elementary schools to the Universities; they in
clude also the special schools for the physically 
or psychically disabled persons and the schools 
for adults. Other enquiries of notable interest 
are those on the output of publishing houses, on 
the periodical press, on libraries, museums, and 
the various scientific institutions. There has 
been a marked development, more especially 
after W orld War II, of j udicial statistics, both 
civil and criminal, of social security and other 
social statistics in their several forms, covering 
also sports, recreation, elections, etc. 

Among the statistics dealing with the severa] 
branches of economie activity, first in impor
tance also on account of the technical and organ
izing problems connected, are to be mentioned 
the agricultural, forestry and fishing statistics 
which have been gradually raised to the requi
red degree of completeness and accuracy. The 
other main branch of economie statistics which 
has been enriched by 'many surveys is that of 
industries, inclusive of mining, manufacturing, 
building, the production and distribution of 
electric power and gas and the supply of water. 
The returns obtained provide the basis for com
piling the monthly index numbers of industriaI 
production and studies are now being made with 
a view to extending the enquiries to other im
portant economie aspects with special attention 
to returns on the value added of production 
which, as is known, provide the basic data for 
calculating the national revenue and expendi
ture account. Also in the branch of transports 
and communications, great progress has been 
made with statistics on land, sea and air trans
ports. Lastly, in the branch of trade, banking 
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and insurance statistics, we need only point to 
the extensive annual and monthly reports on 
foreign trade, on the hotel business and allied 
tourist movement, and the special studies on the 
balance-sheets of the insurance companies, and 
of the various aspects of banking. Theactivity 
of the public administration (centraI govern
ment, Iocal autharities and specialized govern
ment agencies) is becoming also the subject of 
studies made by the Institute, more especially 
interested in the questions concerning current 
revenue and expenditure account, and capitaI 
account which -constitute an important compo
nent of the soci al account of the country. 

The enquiries made by the Institute into ge
neraI economie statistics cover produetion and 
wholesale prices in their dual input-output 
aspects; retail prices, which are used in compilo. 
ing the cost of living index numbers; and wage 
and salary rates, together with the newly intro
duced «family budgets» on whose importance 
both from the economie and social, and the 
scientific and practieal points of view there is 
no need to insist. Lastly eome the surveys on 
Iabour forces and on emigration to foreign 
eountries, both neuralgie points of Italian life. 

The mass of material colleeted by the Insti
tute through the enquiries referred to, are not 
only the subjeet of publications used by stu
dents, politicians and business men, but they 
may also be described as the raw material for 
the series af studies made by the Institute itself 
in response to generally felt needs, both na
tional and international. Among these studi es 
we may mention those on the eonstruction of 
national economie and social aceounts which the 
Aet of August 21, 1949, requires the Minister of -
the Budget to submit each year to the 
Parliament, and which, under special agree
ments, is also submHted to international orga
nizations of which Italy is a member. 
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The great labour of compiling the data requi
red for preparing the statistica l studies above 
referred to, is great1y assist ed by the efficiency 
of the tabulating and calculating service, equip
ped with the most up-to-date statistica l ma
chines which perform all the work by means of 
punched cards and also the work calling for 
standard calculations. 

The activity of the Institute finds expression 
in publications of a generaI and special charac
ter among which we would note the ltalian Sta
tistical Yearbook, the ltalian Statistical Ab
stract, the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, and 
that on Foreign Trade. 

The ltalian Statistical Yearbook is published 
at the close of each year and provides a comple
te and systematic collection of all data reflecting 
the many aspects of national activity, and the 
status and living conditions of the people. It 
gives for the last fifty years series of data on 
facts and aspects carefully selected to allow oi 
consultations and comparisons in time. A large 
part of the Yearbook is also devoted to interna
tional comparisons, and supplies informations of 
great practical value not easi1y found elsewhere. 

The Monthly Bulletin of Statistics gives the 
data, posted up to date, on the same facts dealt 
with in the Yearbook, and provides its necessa
ry supplement, during the period intervening 
between the publication of the Yearbook. 

The ltalian Statistical Abstract is a successful 
example of the work of italian statistical and 
publishing skill. It sums up, in simple numerical 
tables easy to read, accompanied by well-selec
ted illustrations and graphs, the basic facts of 
italian economic, demographic, social and 
culturallife, and supplies also a panoramic view 
of the corresponding situation of the other 
countries of the world. 
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Foreign Trade Statistics is the monthly publi
cation which gives, with a wealth of analytical 
breakdowns, the data on Italy's imports and ex
ports. A matter of speeiai importance is that 
the monthly numbers appear within the bimon
thly period following the month to which the 
data refer. 

Besides these publications, the Institute pu
blishes periodically others on speciai but im
portant aspects of nationai life. Such are the 
Yearbook of Population Statistics, the Statisti
cai Yearbook of Agriculture, the Statistical 
Yearbook of Education, the Yearbook of J udi
eiai Statistics, the Statistical Yearbook on Social 
Assistence and Social Insurances. 

For a more immediate release of certain sta
tisticai informations of generaI interest, there 
is aiso a speciai sheet called «NOTIZIARIO 
ISTAT», that is Istat News, the word Istat 
being the abridged name of the CentraI 
Institute of Statistics. 

The Istat News, which appears in fortnightly 
or monthly numbers, comprises five series deal
ing orderly with Agricuiturai and forestry sta
tistics (Series A); IndustriaI and commerciaI 
statistics (Series B); Statistics of prices, cost of 
living and Iabour (Series C); Population and 
health statistics (Series D); Judiciai and social 
statistics (Series E). 

The results of special studies are published in 
a speciai series designed as Annais of Statistics 
published ever since 187l. 

The information and data obtained by the ge
neraI censuses or by speciai enquiries are pu
blished in a series of speciai statisticai reports 
distinguished according the subject matter dealt 
with. 
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COMMITTEE 
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GENERAL SERVICES AND SPEC/AL UNITS 





CONCLUSIONS 

The path along which ltalian official statistics 
have travelled since the Iatter years of the 19th 
century down to the present time has been long 
and arduous. Recurrent difficulties, due above 
all to the absence of legislation enacted to as~ 
sure sdund technical and administrative grounds 
to ltalian statisticai work, have been overcome. 
8teady and notable progress has been made since 
the creation of the CentraI Institute of Sta
tistics that has provided an independent and 
well equipped body which has centralised, in 
the generaI interests of the country, alI statisti
cal work, and guarantees its continuous and pro
gressive improvement from technical and 
operating standpoint. 

Even prior to the close of W orld War II, the 
CentraI Institute of Statistics had started on a 

. feverish work of reconstruction and recovery, 
and the advances made in the last few years 
are indeed conspicuous. They cover a work of 
revision and improvement, both of the content 
and method of the statistics collected in the 
past; the preparation of new surveys called for 
by the changed conditions of the country, and 
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by the development and special trends of its 
economy; the energising of its study and re
search work as required to meet scientific pro
gress thanks to which the Institute can satisfy 
adequately, for international purposes also, the 
demand for specifical1y official documentation 
on the phenomena and manifestations of the 
new economie and sociallife of the country. 

The 1st Session of the International Institute 
of Statistics, held in Rome in 1887, the 16th 
Session which also met in Rome in 1925, and the 
28th Session which now sees gathered once 
more in Rome statisticians from all parts of the 
world, coincide with a like number of phases 
in the history of italian operating statistical 
institutions. In spite of the ups and downs COID

mon to alI human works, the italian statistical 
system has been securing substantial improve
ments in its several aspects, and this has been 
more than ever noticeable in the last ten years. 
We do not mean to imply that the italian sta
tistical organization has attained perfection; il 
much has been done much stilI remains to do. 

The CentraI Institute of Statistics enjoys the 
confidence of the country, and is now able, 
much more than in the past, to avail itself of the 
valuable experience acquired in the interna
tional field and by the corresponding statistica! 
offices of the several countries. It therefore 
feels pledged to enlarge its field of statistica! 
work which now, more than ever, 'is becoming, 
the world over, an indispensable means of scien
tific research and social progress which is the 
source and aim of alI human activity. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE SERVICES OF 

THE CENTRAl INSTITUTE OF STATISTICS 





ORGAN1ZA TlON OF THE SERVICES OF 

THE CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF STATISTICS 

SERVICE I 

POPULATION 
AND HOUSEHOLDS STATISTICS 

DIVISION I - Population and housing 

Seetion 1 - Population statisti es 
Seetion 2 - Housing statisties 
Seetion 3 - Communal registers of the resident 

population 

DIVISION II - Migrations, labour forces and family 
budgets 

Seetion 1 - Migrations 
Seetion 2 - La bour forees 
Seetion 3 - Family budgets 

DIVISION III - Miscellaneous social statistics 

Seetion 1 - Social seeurìty 
Seetion 2 - Sports, reereational and similar acti

viti es 
Seetion 3 - Other soeial activities 

SERVICE II 

VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS 

DIVISION I - Births, deaths and marriages 

Seetion 1 - Birth statistics 
Seetion 2 - Death statistìes-
Section 3 - Marriage statistics 
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DIVISION II - Causes of death 

Section 1 - Statistics on primary causes of death 

Section 2 - Statistics of contributory causes 

DIVISION III - Epidemiological statistics and health 
statistics 

Section 1 - Epidemiological statistics 

Section 2 - Health statistics 

Section 3 - Miscellaneous medicalstatistics 

SERVICE III 

EDUCATIONAL 

AND JUDICIAL STATISTICS 

DIVISION I - Educational and cultural statistics 

Section 1 - Elementary s.chools 

Section 2 - Secondary· schools and Universities 

Section 3 - Cultural institutions 

DIVISION II - CiViI judicial and le gal acts statisti.es 

Section 1 - Judicial proceedings 

Section 2 - LegaI adrninistrative acts 

DIVISION III - Criminal statistics 

Section 1 - Criminal proceedings 

Section 2 - Delinquency 

Section 3 - Prisons and reformatories 
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SERVICE IV 

AGRICULTURAL 
AND FORESTRY STATISTICS 

DIVISION I - Agricultural statistics 

Section 1 - Herbaceous crops 
Section 2 - Tree and fruit piantations 
Section 3 - Agricultural economics 
Agricuiturai Cadaster 

DIVISION II - Forestry statistics and climatology 

Section 1 - Forests and forest produçts 
Section 2 - Forestry and mountain economics 
Section 3 - Climatology and water systems 
GeneraI and special topographical maps 

DIVISION III - Livestock and fishing statistics 

Section 1 - Livestock 
Section 2 - Fishing and hunting 

SERVICE V 

INDUSTRIAL, TRANSPORT 
AND COMMUNICATION STATISTICS 

DIVISION I - Industriai statistics 

Section 1 - Agro-manufacturing and allied in
dustries 

Section 2 - Mines and quarries and connected in
dustries, electric-power and gas 

Section 3 - IndustriaI economics 

DIVISION II - Construction statistics 

Section 1 - Building 
Section 2 - Public works 
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DIVISION III - Transport and communication 
statistics . 

Section 1 - Land transportation and communi
cations 

Section 2 - Shipping and air transportation 

SERVICE VI 

TRADE AND BANKING STATISTICS 

DIVISION I - Foreign trade statistics 

Section 1 - Special import and export trade 
Section 2 - GeneraI trade and related matters 

DIVISION II - Domestic trade, banking and insurancf' 
statistics 

Section 1 - Domestic trade 
SectioIl 2 - Banking and insurance 

DIVISION III - GeneraI government statistics 

Section 1 - CentraI government 
Section 2 - Local government 
Section 3 - Special government agencies 

SERVICE VII 

PRICES, W AGES AND SALARIES 

DrVISION ,I -- Wholesale prices 

Section 1 - Agricultural commodities prices 
Section 2 - IndustriaI commodities prices 
Sètion 3 - Trade and other transactions prices 

DIVISION II - Retail prices, cost of living, wages 
and salaries 

Section 1 - Retail prices and cost· of living 
Section 2 - Wages and salaries 
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